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EAST CENTRAL GOLDEN KING CRAB FISHERY TO REMAIN CLOSED

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (department) establishes golden king crab guideline harvest 
levels (GHLs) in Southeast Alaska by evaluating relative abundance indices derived from commercial 
fishery data; the department does not conduct a fishery independent stock assessment for golden king crab 
in Southeast Alaska. Golden king crab GHLs are adopted for a three-year period and incremental GHL 
adjustments are not made annually or inseason.

The East Central area (EC) golden king crab fishery in Southeast Alaska opened at 12:00 noon February 
16, 2012 with a GHL of 260,000 pounds and closed at 11:59 p.m. February 22, 2012. To constrain EC 
harvest at or below the 2012 GHL, the department required daily inseason catch reporting and reduced the 
amount of advance notice of the closure provided to the fleet. Total daily harvest in EC was the highest on 
record in 2012, with peak daily catch exceeding 50,000 pounds. Based on reports received during the first 
three days of the fishery, the department projected that the GHL of 260,000 pounds would be reached by 
midnight, February 22, 2012. Catch rates and effort decreased after the closure was announced. The 
department has not received all fish tickets containing EC golden king crab harvest and will not have final 
harvest information until mid-March, however the preliminary harvest estimate to date indicates 
approximately 89% of the GHL was taken.
  
The department has received requests to reopen the EC golden king crab fishery under provisions of 5 
AAC 34.035. The remaining GHL in EC, approximately 28,000 pounds, is slightly more than half of the 
peak daily harvest during the 2012 fishery, and given potential fishing effort, the department would risk 
exceeding the GHL if the fishery were reopened, therefore the fishery will remain closed in EC for the 
remainder of the 2011/2012 fishing season.
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